God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Two: The Mosaic Age

Lesson Ten: The Reign of Saul
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 Deuteronomy 25:17-19; 1 Samuel 1:8-11; 8:1-7; 10:1; 13:8-14; 15:10-23; 27:8-19
B
efore the period of the judges ended God raised up a final judge to lead Israel—Samuel. Samuel’s mother, Hannah was barren. She prayed to God that she be allowed to conceive and promised if  she did she would dedicate the child to the Lord (1 Sam. 1:8-11).  Samuel was born, and after he was weaned he served the Lord assisting the priests at the tabernacle.

When Samuel was grown, the Israelites came to him and asked him to set a king over them like the other nations. Samuel was displeased that the people were not content to let God be their King. God told Samuel to do as the people requested (1 Sam. 8:1-7). God chose a Benjamite named Saul (10:1). One of his first acts was to rescue Jabesh Gilead from the Ammonites (1 Sam. 11). 


Saul began his reign in faithfulness and humility. Unfortunately this did not continue. In two instances Saul disobeyed the Lord, and the result was that his kingdom was taken from him. First, when the Israelites were at war with the Philistines, Samuel commanded Saul (through the Lord) to wait until he came to the battle camp to offer a sacrifice before going to battle.  When Samuel delayed Saul disobeyed and offered the sacrifice himself. When Samuel arrived he rebuked Saul and told him, “now your kingdom shall not continue. The Lord has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the Lord commanded you” (1 Sam. 13:14).

When the Israelites came up out of Egypt the Amalekites had fought against them (Exod. 17). Because of this God declared in the Law of Moses that when the Israelites were settled in the land the Amalekites were to be utterly destroyed (Deut. 25:17-19). God commanded Saul to carry out this punishment (1 Sam. 15:1-3). Saul went to battle against Amalek but in a second act of disobedience, he spared the king and the best of the flocks to sacrifice. Samuel again rebuked him and declared, “the Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today, and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you” (1 Sam. 15:28). It is always important to obey all of what God commands. Partial obedience is disobedience.

Saul should have accepted God’s will and repented. Instead he resisted the word of the Lord. He fought against the new king that God chose, leading to a bloody civil war with Israelites fighting one another. In a final act of disobedience, after the death of Samuel, although God had forbidden people to try and call up dead spirits, Saul disguised himself and went to a woman in En Dor to have her ask the spirit of Samuel what he should do in battle. God allowed the dead spirit of Samuel to speak to Saul. He rebuked him again and told him that he and his sons would die the next day in battle (1 Sam. 28:8-19). It happened just as Samuel said. How sad that this man chosen by God as the first king of Israel turned away from the Lord.        
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	10
	I Samuel 6-10
	I Samuel 11-15
	I Samuel 16-20
	I Samuel 21-25
	I Samuel 26-31
	II Samuel 1-4
	II Samuel 5-9


Study Questions
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1.  What was the name of the priest who saw Hannah praying  (1 Sam. 1:12-14)?
 


Why did he think she was drunk?


2.  Deuteronomy 17:14 had prophesied that Israel would demand a king. What does this passage and 1 Samuel 8:5 say would be the reason they would want a king? 


Is there danger in wanting to be like those around us (cf. Rom. 12:2)?

3.  Fill-in the blanks from 1 Samuel 13:13: “And Samuel said to _________, ‘You have done ___________. You have not kept the _______________ of the _______ your God, which He _______________ you. For now the ___________ would have ________ your kingdom over Israel _________” (NKJV).
4.  What does Deuteronomy 25:18 say that Amalek did to Israel?


5.  Why did Saul say that the people spared the best of the flocks of the Amalekites (1 Sam. 15:21)?



If something is done as an act of worship does it make it acceptable to act without Divine authority? Why or why not?


6.  When did the woman of En Dor discover who Saul was (1 Sam 27:8-13)?


Why was she afraid?


7.  Saul rescued Jabesh Gilead in the beginning of his reign.  What did the men of Jabesh do for him after he died (1 Sam. 31:8-13)?

Key Passage: “Then Samuel said: ‘Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He also has rejected you from being king.’” 
(1 Samuel 15:22-23).
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